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mﬁn;them‘oﬁhhhpswonmmdmwem;mudthuwehadm
Wm&mmw the telecommunications markets to competition - we ulsv
an opportunity to peepare our and grandchildren for the future. One of the most
xwmdﬁ:‘wwumm%ggmnhmdmml
traditional houndaries $pece. draunatically way American school |
children learn and its influence will cnly increase in the future. As a result, telecommunications
can help us provide a world class education to children across America.

- We Wammmm)m.umxmmmmww

that the on-ramps to the information nmmybmm»mm We cannot
Muwmmml’nm dout:commor
rural-urbsn boundaries. Indeed, on June 8, 1995, the U States Senate ovérwhelmingly

endorsed Section 254(h)bycncordodvouof98w I

Tachndagmlly the world around us is moving s into the 215t cen Our
schools, unfortunately, are not. lnmym-—bn&mﬂ urben -~ thoyme&.zteoanmto
inlhcwthamty uaﬁcmmmduﬁﬁuhbunﬂ&&mm And

nopmfadnwubkmwefauin blic education, itcan be s
mnmd student performance. ™

We have read the reports of remarkablc progress made when the computer serves the
curricula-based needs of teachers and students. And, we have seen how individualized study,
coophdwiﬂ:ﬁcpow«ofcolimmumadime,mhddamdmu _
attantion. w«ummnmmmmwmdammﬂmm
Nmka.ogpommm use telecommunications technologies to learn from libraries
scholars at uvudandebndemveniﬁabyum,mdnmnce addmgv:luc.and
ransforming it -— via distance leaming networks — into “strong”™ distance.

Through Internet access, classroom networking, and distance lcamning, we can leud
America's on an educacional journey that will take them around the globe into the world's
finest museums, its cutting-edge laboratories, and most prestigious institutions of leaming. The
1 possible by the revolution in information technology will enable students to do all

fran classrooms and hvmﬁlooms. The skills they can acquire through
w?noﬁgnﬂy-enhmad p them secure memmgful employrne.nt and become
inf citizensin a democnhc society.

More than a third of all U S. schools, howsever, cits costly telecommunicatiuns ruies is the
primary barrier to maximizing the use of their telecommunications capablhuea Some schools not
only have minimal service, but pay the highest rates in theit community. The cost of connectivity
and the difficulty these relativcly small customens have when requesting service is aimost
universal.

In addition, rural schools and libraries usually pay more for access to information services
than schools and libraries in urban arcas, because the information service providers do not have
access points in Jocal calling regions. meaning that rural schools and libraries must make a long

distance telephone call to access the Internet and other mfonnanon services.
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types of services that will be available to K-12 schools.and libearies under the universal service
g‘?m.wemm_mmfmmmpmmm«mchﬁdmuwcemrthemst
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requirements dhlmm~mwwm~mamm
ensures we do not creess 2 natios of “haves” and “have nots™ based on cconomic or
-~ rural-urban boundaries. Not school may want the samne services, but as with the
intent of the Snowe-Roskefeller- the gosl is affordable access. We should
not let & two-tiered education system develop in which wealthier school districts train students on
advanced telecommunications technologies, but rural areas and poorer school districts are left cut.

For this reason, we believe that it is vital for the Conwmission and the Federal-Stats Joint
m:ommzmuwdmumxmmmtm' and take
action to ensure that the discount § Mmuhmwm%
affordable. To fulfill the intent of the law, every school and library submtitting a bona fide request
m:amm&wmmsmdm‘ and libraries access
to the information supechighway. It is also essential that deflnitions of “spocial™ services and
advanced services be allowed to evolve to include changes and improvements in technology.

Health Care Providers

Tuming to the slemaedicine portion of the Snowe-Rockefeller-Exon-Kerrey provision, we
believe it would be helpful to review telemedicine efforts that are currently in operation to establish
comparable rates for rural areas. But while the review is underway, and the Comumission works
on its proposed mlemﬂw is no reason to delay the implementation of the benefits of the
health care provisions of Section 254(h) in obvious instances.

While the basic :tm-':g‘cosu for acquiring telemedicine technology are coming down,
transmission costs remain unaffordable for many health care providers. According to the Federal
Office of Rural Heaith Policy, telecommunications transmission prices based on distance are a
significant financial barriers to telemedicine in rural areas.

Just one examnple, & small rural hospital in West Virginia, reported that the estimated chargs
for a T1 line to allow 1t to hook up with a larger hospital was an unaffordable $4300 a month. The
cost of trangmission must be lowered if telemedicine is to become economically feasible for muny
rural comrnunities.

Where it is in use, telemedicine is an expanding, important part of healthcare in rural
America. It means that a paramedic uﬂzescenf?fdantnowcidemwill be able to send video and
medical data straight to physicians and receive recommendations from those physicians within
minutes. A family practitioner in a small town in West Virginia, Maine, Nebraska or any state will
be able to consult with a specialist at a regional hospital instantly. This will save the patient an
extanded, costly, lengthy, perhaps painful trip to the specialist.

Telemedicine has enormous promise to expand access and quality heaith care to rural areas
if telecommunications costs becume affordable, as promised in the Snowe-Rockefeller-Exon-
Kerrey provisions of the 1996 Act that were signed into law.



Canglusion

Implementation of the Snowe-Rockefelier-Exon-} ameadment to the 1996 Act will
require creative efforts and coasistent oversight to ensure that the provisions and discounts meet

mm«mmwumu:hmm As the Commission
mddu?odml-.'om Board implement this bold new law to averhaul ouc natioa’s universal
SCIVice System, we UCge you (o WZS«!IHMM ive and flexible
andloekfcnmd with you to maks our drewmn in this legislation .
a reality.
?! Sincerely,

/ J. James Exon

cc:  The Honorable James

Thomwhlh&hanfcldu
Martha 8. Hogerty, Esq.



